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in 1813 has been the Home of Chief Executives of Virginia since that Date.
Here have been Entertained Lafayette King Edward VII when Prince of Wales Presidents Hayes Cleveland McKinley Roosevelt and Taft Lord Balfour Marshals Foch and Petain General Pershing and the Daring Airmen Lindbergh and Byrd.
Several times I heard well-informed people say, "There is no excuse for Virginia"; by this they meant that the commonwealth, with its immensely opulent political tradition, and by reason of the fact, that it is comparatively rich from a financial point of view as well, has small legitimate reason to be as backward as it is in many respects. It possesses Monticello and Mount Vernon and Duke of Gloucester Street in Wil-liamsburg; it also possesses rural slums and antiquated one-room schools as hopeless as any in America. It is one of the few states that till very recently at least flogged convicts, and prisoners, white or black, may still be shackled; Georgia has abolished chain gangs, but not Virginia. Early in 1946 a youngster who was serving a four-year term for embezzling two hundred dollars escaped and found refuge in another state. When recaptured he tried to avoid extradition back to Virginia by testifying that, while a prisoner there, he had several times been hung from a post for 72 hours at a time, "barely standing on his toes." Virginia produced not only the Declaration of Independence (through Thomas Jefferson) but, in a manner of speaking, the Bill of Rights. The state has been aware of intellectual fermentations for a good long time; for instance a lecturer at the University of Virginia taught "Socialism and Communism" way back in 1892; this must have been one of the first courses of such nature anywhere in the South. But in 1946 two Virginia schoolteachers were ousted from their jobs (because of pressure from local posts of the American . Legion and the Veterans of Foreign Wars) for having been conscientious objectors during World'War II. I do not, of course, mean to generalize too widely from such particulars; several states have worse'records in civil liberties. Early in 1945 the College of William and Mary at Williamsburg, the second oldest university in the United States, temporarily suspended publication of the campus paper because its editor, a twenty-two-year-old Michigan *girl, wrote an article saying that the time should come when Negroes would attend William and Mary, "join the same clubs, be our roommates, be in the same classrooms, and marry among us." (New York Herald Tribune, 2/12/45.) The storm this caused was black and ferocious, but the young editress was not expelled from school.
Senator Harry F. Byrd incarnates the cavalier-First-Family-of-Virginia tradition, except in one important particular. The Byrd family has a heredity like that of a Middle Europe princeling; indeed, for some generations, the ancestral estate at Westover resembled nothing so much as.